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MINUTES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANBURY

PARKS COMMISSION MEETING
July 13, 2016

TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING
The meeting of the Parks Commission was held in the Gourgaud Gallery in Town

Hall, 23A North Main Street, Cranbury, New Jersey, on July 13, 2016, at 9:15 a.m.

CALL TO ORDER
With a quorum present, Christine Parker, Vice Chair of Parks Commission,called

the meeting to order at 9:18a.m. and Wendy Borg acted as Recording Secretary of the
meeting.

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE
Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open

Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6) was provided on December 1, 2015, of this
meeting's date, time and place, and the agenda was mailed to the news media, posted
on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal notice, and filed
with the Municipal Clerk.

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE
Christine Parker, Norma Swale, Sally O’Grady, Ellie Sitrin and Michele Kemper

were present. Julie Hardaker, Lisa Rue, Joan Smith and Thomas Weidner reported their
absence by email.

MINUTES
The minutes from the June 15, 2016 meeting were amended and approved on a

motion by Sally O’Grady; seconded by Chris Parker.Allothers were in favor.

OLD BUSINESS

Eagle Scout Project - Mikey presented another proof of the map, with edits based on
Mr. Weidner’s suggestions. Mrs. Parker suggested adding a compass, and the water
fountain be indicated by a water drop. Also a tree line along the lake needs to be
thinned out and the dock and rain garden lined closer together. Mikey will send the
updated proof when ready.

Heritage Park Vegetation Removal–The DPW cleared some vegetation along the path.
Mrs. O’Grady suggested that the Heritage Park subcommittee advise on trees to plant in
replacement on the edge of the park where dead trees were cut down. Mrs. O’Grady will
contact Kathy Easton of the Shade Tree Commission about tree replacement
recommendations.

NEW BUSINESS

Memorial Bench – Ms. Foglia is seeking information to place a memorial bench in
Heritage Park for her child. She is also interested in a special needs swing because her
daughter had special needs. A fund has been set up for friends to donate to the costs of
the bench. Mrs. O’Grady suggested a bench be placed on the south end. Mrs. Parker
suggested either near or in the tot lot. They suggested Ms. Foglia look at Judy Dossin’s
bench to see what the style is and also to seek out a location and bring back her ideas.
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Vehicular parking on Township parks’ lawns – A pre-prom party was held at a house on
South Main Street and many cars parked on the lawn at Heritage Park. Mr. Weidner
had written an email to Mayor Dan Mulligan suggesting a friendly discussion with
homeowners, and that “no parking” signs should not be put up.

No Smoking proposal – Mr. DiFiglia presented information on cigarette butts garbage,
which can be lethal to animals and people who enter aquatic environments. He stated
there is a statewide movement to make public parks smoke-free with 293 out of 562
municipalities passing legislation; 15 towns in Middlesex County. It is also a 10-point
action for Sustainable Jersey certification, of which Cranbury is bronze level certified.

He stated there are benefits at the local level - a public health benefit; lowers
chance of forest fires, reduces litter and clean up costs, incentivizes people to use parks.
The state Department of Health gives out signs with custom stickers with municipal
ordinance printed on it. Mr. DiFiglia will send a sample of the sign and visit the township
Board of Health.

He noted that with enforcement, the public signage becomesself enforcing
almost immediately or concerned citizens talk to smokers directly or call police and the
problem doesn’t not exacerbate.

Mrs. Parker is concerned with certain groups of people being targeted – ones
that smoke culturally and use the parks for recreation, although she is against smoking.
Mrs. Kemper concurred.

A motion to advise the Township Committee and the township Board of Health to
pass an ordinance to enforce smoke-free township parks, with advisement and
education by the Stony Brook Millstone Watershed, was made by Sally O’Grady;
seconded by Ellie Sitrin. All others were in favor. Motion carried.

Also Mrs. O’Grady shared a brochure about a Stony Brook Millstone Watershed
river-friendly resident certification program. A resident receives a sign noting stating the
resident is “river-friendly.”

Recreation Commission News–No report.

Shade Tree Commission News–The Commission is continuing the Emerald Ash Borer
management plan. Traps have been set and insects have been caught. Public outreach
sessions will be held at the township public library.

Environmental Commission News –No report.

Reinhardt Forest Preserve – Mrs. Kemper reported that there is a lot of poison ivy on the
trails.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at10:46a.m. Motion by

Sally O’Grady; seconded by Ellie Sitrin; all were in favor. Motion carried.

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY
I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the acting recording Secretary of

the Township of Cranbury Parks Commission and that this document, consisting of two
(2) pages, constitutes a true and correct copy of the minutes of the monthly meeting held
on July 13, 2016.

__________________________________
Secretary
Wendy W. Borg


