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MINUTES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANBURY

PARKS COMMISSION MEETING
May 11, 2016

TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING
The meeting of the Parks Commission was held in the Gourgaud Gallery in Town

Hall, 23A North Main Street, Cranbury, New Jersey, on May 11, 2016, at 9:15 a.m.

CALL TO ORDER
With a quorum present, Thomas Weidner, Chair of Parks Commission,called the

meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. andWendy Borg acted as Recording Secretary of the
meeting.

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE
Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open

Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6) was provided on December 1, 2015, of this
meeting's date, time and place, and the agenda was mailed to the news media, posted
on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal notice, and filed
with the Municipal Clerk.

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE
Christine Parker, Thomas Weidner, Julie Hardaker, Sally O’Grady, Lisa Rue (left

10:10), Joan Smith and Michele Kemperwere present. Ellie Sitrin was absent.

NON-MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE
Norma Swale, resident

MINUTES
The minutes from the April 13, 2016 meeting were amended and approved on a

motion by Chris Parker; seconded by Sally O’Grady. Julie Hardaker and Joan Smith
abstained. All others were in favor.

OLD BUSINESS

Eagle Scout Project - General concern amongst members for amount of time spent on
the project and continued needed direction of the Parks Commission. The map still
needs revision. Mr. Weidner communicated with Tim Brennan, head of the Boy Scouts,
who said he would look into the matter and report back. No response as of today. Tom
will communicate with Mikey.

Bench along Cranbury Brook – No new information on this. A township family wants to
install a bench in memorial of a family member.

Conference with Denise Marabello and Jerry Thorne – Mr. Weidner, Mrs. Parker and
Mrs. Hardaker will meet with the Township Administrator and the Department of Public
Works head today after the Parks meeting. One of the items under discussion will be
the Parks maintenance and goal chart items.

Memorial Park – cut pine tree – Two yew bushes were taken out of the hedgerow. They
were blocking the view of the Memorial.

Heritage Park – vegetation removal – Mrs. O’Grady spoke with Jerry Thorne about the
trees that were cut down behind 46 South Main Street. Mr. Thorne told her that the
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trees were dead and he did cut them down. Mrs. O’Grady also reported that outside
contractors worked for a day clearing the trees and bramble. She suggested that the
concern for this work is communicated in writing with the Township Committee. This
issue will be discussed with Ms. Marabello and Mr. Thorne in today’s meeting.

Discussion on cutting down trees between township property and owners – how
are decisions made and which properties get attention. Discussion on authority of Parks
Commission and when the board should be consulted.

NEW BUSINESS

Volunteers for EC and Rec meetings – Mrs. O’Grady will attend the May EC meeting.

Recreation Commission News – Ms. Rue reported that all the parks are being fertilized
currently.

Shade Tree Commission News – The annual Arbor Day celebration was held last Friday,
April 29 in Memorial Park, commemorating Cranbury being named a Tree City for the
28th year. A weeping cherry tree was planted on the south side of the park. Cranbury
School students and staff, township officials, board volunteers and the public attended
the ceremony.

Environmental Commission News – Mrs. O’Grady reported that girl scouts will plant a
butterfly garden and update the kiosk in the Cranbury Brook Preserve. A sign in the
open field in the Preserve will be replaced with a smaller version. Also, over 50 people
volunteered at the annual stream clean up, including Cranbury School students and
Scouts. Lastly, the EC wants to identify conservation areas in the township.

Cranbury School project – replacing flags at Memorial Park – Jonathan Lin, the EC
liaison from Cranbury School, wrote an email to the Commission expressing interest in
replacing the flags by the memorial near the fire house. He noted that most flags are
missing or in bad condition. Motion to approve the proposed 8th grade project by
Thomas Weidner; seconded by Christine Parker. All were in favor.

Pin Oaks Loop trail – Mrs. O’Grady reported that the trail is covered with poison ivy. She
also couldn’t find part of the trail.

Unami Woods – Mrs. O’Grady reported that the trails are in good condition. She noted
that the GPS trail that is online is not correct and needs to be revised to include the new
entrances and the trail down to the water. Mrs. Kemper commended Mrs. O’Grady for
her work and diligence keeping up with the parks.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m. Motion by
Sally O’Grady; seconded by Chris Parker; all were in favor. Motion carried.

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY
I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the acting recording Secretary of

the Township of Cranbury Parks Commission and that this document, consisting of two
(2) pages, constitutes a true and correct copy of the minutes of the monthly meeting held
on May 11, 2016.

__________________________________
Secretary
Wendy W. Borg


