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ISLAND BEACH STATE PARK TO HOST ANNUAL OCEAN FUN DAY ON
SATURDAY, MAY 20
DIAMONDBACK TERRAPINS TO BE RELEASED AS PART OF FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT
THAT PAIRS ACTIVITIES WITH EDUCATION ABOUT FRAGILE COASTAL ECOSYSTEM
(17/P45) TRENTON – Island Beach State Park, the jewel of New Jersey’s State Park System,
will give visitors an opportunity to watch the release of young diamondback turtles into their
natural habitat, as well as other youth-oriented environmental activities during Ocean Fun Day
on Saturday, May 20.
This year’s 14th annual Ocean Fun Days are scheduled from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 20 at Island
Beach State Park in Ocean County, and on Sunday, May 21 at the New Jersey Sea Grant
Consortium’s headquarters in the historic Fort Hancock section of Sandy Hook in Monmouth
County. Admission and parking are free. A free shuttle bus will be available at both parks to take
visitors to tour sites.
Ocean Fun Day events encourage
visitors to enjoy a day outdoors while
learning about New Jersey’s coastal
ecosystem through educational displays,
nature tours and interactive programs
that include seining, crafts, a scavenger
hunt, touch tanks, youth fishing clinics
and more.
The diamondback terrapin release is new
this year at Island Beach State Park.
“Ocean Fun Day is a great way to teach visitors about the critical, yet fragile coastal ecosystems
along the unspoiled barrier island that is Island Beach State Park,” said Director of Parks and
Forestry Mark Texel. “The planned activities will show why Island Beach is a unique classroom
to learn how ocean dynamics create barrier islands, and how the plants and animals here have
adapted and thrived.”

Events at Island Beach State Park will be at
Ocean Bathing Area 1, which is about four
miles past the park’s gatehouse.
The turtle release will be done by students
and faculty from Project Terrapin and the
Marine Academy of Technology and
Environmental Science (MATES). The
Sandy Hook event will include guided tours
of Sandy Hook sites and an open house at the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration/James J. Howard Marine
Sciences Laboratory. Both sites will also offer a program on how to build a better sand castle by
understanding the science behind cohesion, adhesion and surface tension.
“Ocean Fun Days have become a wonderful tradition for New Jersey’s families and visitors, and
that is due to strong partnerships,” said Claire Antonucci, Executive Director of the New Jersey
Sea Grant Consortium. “This year, we are delighted to partner with the Marine Academy of
Technology and Environmental Science (MATES) to add a new activity to Ocean Fun Days with
students and faculty from MATES Project Terrapin inviting the public to join them to release
young diamondback turtles back into their natural habitat.”
Island Beach State Park is one of the few remaining undeveloped barrier beaches on the north
Atlantic coast. With approximately 3,000 acres of beaches, dunes, maritime forests, freshwater
wetlands and tidal marshes, the park is home to the state’s largest osprey colony, as well as
peregrine falcons, wading birds, shorebirds, waterfowl and songbirds.
Ocean Fun Days is presented by founding sponsor New Jersey Natural Gas, in partnership with
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium,
Asbury Park Press, New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry, National Park Service and
NOAA.
The New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium is an affiliation of colleges, universities and other groups
dedicated to advancing knowledge and stewardship of New Jersey’s marine and coastal
environment through innovative research, education and outreach programs. To learn more about
the consortium or Ocean Fun Days, call (732) 872-1300, Ext. 19 or visit: www.njseagrant.org
For more information about Island Beach State Park, visit: http://www.islandbeachnj.org/ or find
the park’s Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/islandbeachstatepark/
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