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MINUTES 

OF THE 

CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

 

TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 

 A regular meeting of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was held in 

Town Hall, Cranbury, New Jersey, on July 16, 2013 beginning at 7:30 pm. 

 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 

 Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-5) was provided on December 3, 2012 of this meeting’s date, time, place and an agenda 

was mailed to the news media, posted on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting 

personal notice and filed with the Municipal Clerk. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present, Ms. Marlowe, HPC Chair, called the meeting to order.  

 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Szabo, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Ziegler.   

 

MINUTES  
The minutes of the June 4th meeting was were reviewed and approved with a motion by Ms. Marlowe, 

second by Mr. Szabo, all in favor.  Record will reflect Mr. Williams was recused.   

  

The minutes of the June 18th meeting was were reviewed and approved with a motion by Mr. Williams, 

second by Mr. Szabo, all in favor.   

 

The minutes of the July 2nd meeting was were reviewed and approved with a motion by Mr. Williams, 

second by Ms. Marlowe, all in favor.  Record will reflect Mr. Szabo and Mr. Ziegler were recused.   

 

APPLICATIONS  

11 Maplewood Avenue (B32,L9,17,25) In Historic District; This conceptual plan was discussed with Mr. 

Bill Gittings, project Architect, and new owners Mr. David and Ms. Lynn Slavin.  Mr. Gittings presented 

updated plans (porch detail changes) of this single family house.  Mr. Gittings explained that prior to the 

drawing stage; the owners and he walked the area streets, looking at homes to incorporate details into the 

concept plans.  Mr. Gittings informed HPC that the plans will need the Development Review Committee 

review due to a couple zoning variances.  He explained the lot width and the setback.  There is shared 

drive on the south elevation of the property so it was decided to locate the house closer to the north 

elevation property line.  He stated that this will help fill in the wall of the street.  Other Maplewood 

Avenue houses within 200’ are situated close to the street so they would like to follow suit with a 20’ 

setback.  The height is low and size of the house is in keeping with the scale of the neighborhood, 

vernacular lines, roof and eave details, simple porch, and rhythm of windows have been used.  Massing is 

similar in scale to a house located on Maplewood Avenue and Bennett Lane.  The existing water tower 

pump house will be converted into a free standing garage.  The materials included Hardiplank, Anderson 

windows, half round gutters, GAF timberline shingles, metal rail and a possible fence but this has not yet 

been decided upon.   

 Mr. Szabo asked about the setbacks and if the size of the house is fits the size of the lot.  Mr. 

Gittings said they had taken the size of the lot into account. 

HPC is fine with this concept plan and the details as presented. 

 

1 North Main Street (B23, L71.01) In Historic District, Classified K; Mr. Bill Gittings, project Architect, 

was present for discussion of the submitted application to remove a double hung window and enlarge the 

opening to accommodate two double hung windows side by side. 
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 Ms. Marlowe asked for clarification regarding the submitted plan and application.  It indicates 

another window will be installed.  The plan shows that the header dentil molding will not be replaced.  

Ms. Marlowe asked why.  Mr. Gittings stated the owners would like to expand their view of the side yard 

which is the reason for an additional window.  The replacement windows are higher in height and slightly 

wider that the original.  Reproducing the dentil header molding is a tedious job and costly to replicate.  

Given that this detail could not be seen from the public street, Mr. Gittings was felt that the expense could 

not be justified.  He further explained that obtaining a photograph of this area from the street was not 

possible so he provided two photos taken from the back yard of the side porch.  In addition to the 

proposed double windows, a new back door full glass back door is proposed. 

 There was much discussion regarding the height of the existing door and replacement window 

moldings, HPC read Chapter 93-7 E (13) and reasoned that it would be appropriate to reinstall this detail.  

Mr. Gittings felt that this detail is a minor detail and stated that if this issue is important he will present 

this to the homeowners for their decision.   

 Hearing no further discussion, roll call to approve this application with the condition of approval 

that the two double hung windows have the dentil header molding installed, matching and being 

consistent with all existing windows; AYES: Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Szabo, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Ziegler.  

 

82 North Main Street, (B29, L7) In Historic District, Classified C+; Ms. Heather Scott was present to 

explain the scope of the submitted application to remove the front façade vinyl siding.  She explained that 

several weeks ago, the interior of the home was painted which is when rain water started seeping into the 

house, ruining some of the freshly painted walls.  So to find the source of the leak, the owners started 

removing the front façade siding.  It was decided that since some of the siding has been removed looking 

for the water leak source; this would be a good time to continue on and remove the entire front siding.  

Ms. Scott stated that where the siding that has already been removed, the original clapboard is in good 

condition.  She stated that if any material should need replacement, wood is the material that will be used.  

Ms. Szabo queried if additional flashing near leak was required.  Ms. Scott said that water seepage was 

under a windowsill.   

HPC is pleased that the vinyl siding is being removed and the plastic shutters will be removed.  

The existing gutters will remain as is.  

 This application was deemed as ordinary maintenance, no action is required on behalf of HPC.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

93 North Main Street, (B28,L6) In Historic District, Classified C; the homeowner installed a bay window 

on the upper level center front of this home without submitting application to HPC.  Ultimately, an 

application was submitted on April 16, 2013 and reviewed by HPC on the May 7th which was denied.  

The home is now for sale with the bay window installed.  Mr. Jeff Graydon, Zoning Officer, has been in 

contact with the current owners.   

 After reviewing photos dated July 2013 and February 2002, it is noticeable that two other 

windows have been changed without HPC review.  The set of double windows above the side porch 

entrance (south elevation) have been blocked in to accommodate smaller windows which reduces the 

original opening size.  This change will be brought to the Zoning Officer’s attention.   

 Mr. Williams suggested that the Zoning Officer file a violation notice.  This way when the house 

is possibly sold, an inspection is performed and the notice will need to be addressed.  At closing this will 

be dealt with.  He suggested that this be passed by the township attorney.  HPCs main objective is to 

correct the changed windows back to the original style, design and material. 

 A possible solution which HPC agrees to have a transparency letter so the next owner is aware of 

the window(s) situation and to possibly include any costs associated to revert the window(s) back to the 

original style.  This too will be communicated to Zoning Officer. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Webpage Portal information was not reviewed.  It was decided that this sheet should be emailed 

to the members.  This would make it easier to open the provided links when electronically sent. 
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ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

 There being no further business, a motion duly made by Mr. Ziegler, second by Ms. Marlowe and 

carried, the meeting was thereupon adjourned at 9:04pm. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 

 I, undersigned, do hereby certify;  

 That I am the duly appointed secretary of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation 

Commission and, 

 That the foregoing minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission, held on July 16, 2013 

consisting of 3 pages, constitute a true and correct copy of the minutes of the said meeting. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name on this 20th day of August 2013.  

 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

      Linda M. Scott, Recording Secretary 


