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MINUTES 
OF THE 

CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

 
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 
 A meeting of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was held in Town Hall, 
Cranbury, New Jersey, on June 5, 2012 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 
 Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-5) was provided on November 29, 2011 of this meeting’s date, time, place and agenda was mailed 
to the news media, posted on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal notice and filed 
with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 With a quorum present, Ms. Marlowe called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 Mr. Kehrt, Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams and Mr. Ziegler.  Mr. Girardet requested to be excused from the 
meeting; motion was made by Ms. Marlowe, second by Mr. Williams, all in favor.  Record will reflect that Mr. 
Kehrt did not participate.  Mr. Glenn Johnson, Township Committee HPC Liaison, was present.  
 
MINUTES  
 The minutes of the May 15, 2012 meeting was corrected and approved with a motion by Mr. Ziegler and 
second by Ms. Marlowe, all in favor.  Record will reflect that Mr. Kehrt did not participate. 
  
APPLICATIONS  
 1 Park Place (B30, L7) In Historic District; Applicant/tenant Mr. John Kim and Ms. Chiho Nonaka were 
present to discuss the submitted signage spec plan for this site.  Mr. Kim explained that they have walked and 
viewed other signage within the historic district.  The signs will be mounted as in the past, above the windows.  
The background on both signs will remain black, the font is white, and the finish will be matte.  This is acceptable 
to HPC.  
 Hearing no other comments or question on this application, a roll call to approve this application as 
submitted was taken: AYES; Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Ziegler 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Chapter 93 Historic Buffer Area Definition:  Ms. Marlowe stated that she attended the recent Planning 
Board meeting to explain that the definition for the Buffer Area (BA) as defined in Chapter 93 needs to be 
amended to give it validity.  A memo was sent to the Planning Board with a recommended definition.   Height and 
size restrictions were briefly addressed at this meeting but this is a different issue.  Due to the proximity of homes 
within the BA that could impact the Historic District (HD), HPC would like to see the definition amended.  Mr. 
Kehrt felt this would not be a problem to address. 
 Mr. Richard Kallan, 10 Wynnewood Drive, also attended the Planning Board.  He thought that the BA 
could be adjusted for properties that have a small portion of property within the area.  14 Cranbury Neck Road is 
a good example of this situation.  Ms. Marlowe explained that the 200’ BA definition and properties that have a 
small portion in the zone are two separate issues.  She said that currently homes within the BA are encouraged, as 
a courtesy and to keep a history of work performed, to complete an application but HPC does not review them for 
consideration.   

Mr. Joseph Buonavolonta, 14 Cranbury Neck Road, stated he is not against the BA but feels that this area 
is not right.  He used as an example, a farm owner has 100 acres and only a small section is in the BA, would that 
owner be required to complete an application?  Ms. Marlowe explained that HPC would use discretion if the 
house on the 100 acre farm is well outside the BA but is a different scenario if the house is within close proximity 
of the HD.  In a circumstance like this, HPC discussed doing a percentage but could prove to be a little more 
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difficult unless a percentage graph is used.  She said that the application process is not lengthy and probably takes 
about a couple hours from start to completion.  Mr. Buonavolonta said that the application process can take a 
couple months if the owner doesn’t agree with HPC.  He suggested that properties with 50% or more in the BA be 
required to come in front of HPC and not just draw a 200’ circle around the HD and require BA owners to come 
before HPC. 

Mr. Kehrt stated that this issue is an amendment to an ordinance and will continue to be addressed at the 
Planning Board with a recommendation for the Township Committee.  A map of the HD and BA should be 
submitted.   

Mr. Kallan said that he has been attending Township Committee meetings for about 35 years and he was 
in attendance when this ordinance was introduced.  A long time resident, he stressed that the ordinance is 
advisory.  An applicant could say to (then) Historic Preservation Advisory Commission (HPAC), thank you very 
much for the advice.  When changes occurred, Mr. Kallan objected because HPC is no longer advisory.  He used 
the church (office) as an example when they wanted to re-side it.  He continued to say that he lives in 
Wynnewood and of all the homes in that community only a handful of properties are in the BA. 

Mr. Ziegler asked about a timeline and if the HD map shows, in sufficient scale, the location of house(s) 
or buildings on the properties.  The current map does not provide enough clarity of the location of dwellings or 
buildings on lots within the BA.  Mr. Kehrt stated that the original HD map with the 2400’ Buffer Zone does.  Mr. 
Ziegler suggested that with today’s technology, aerial mapping could help define this area.  

Mr. Williams felt that asking and informing the property owners so they know what the rules and 
regulations that take place in the BA, would help simplify the process.   

Mr. Kallan mentioned that some buildings are in need of maintenance.  Ms. Marlowe stated that this is 
not an HPC issue.  The public is welcome to attend the Planning Board meeting to express their concerns. 

SHPO Report Submission:  2011 Year End Report with the cover memo, meetings’ agenda and minutes 
and Annual Report Contents Appendix C questionnaire was sent on May 23rd, to the NJ Historic Preservation 
Office.  This keeps Cranbury HPC CLG status up to date and qualifies for CLG money.   

2012 NJ Historic Preservation Conference at Rider University on June 7, 2012 will be attended by Ms. 
Fox, Mr. Girardet, Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Ziegler.  Secretary will email the information to HPC.  
Members can communicate to arrange for carpooling. 

Financial Disclosure Form: members are submitting their disclosure form either to the secretary and or 
the Deputy Clerk.  As a reminder, the State will be issuing financial violations for not adhering to their deadline 
date of June. 

The Preserving Historic Cranbury Village 1988-89 Heritage Studies:  Mr. Ziegler informed HPC that he 
had the opportunity to deliver this booklet to Michael Mills and partner, Meredith Bzdak, for an idea of what the 
scope would be.  Ms. Marlowe said that Richard Grubb also gave a brief scope of this project.   
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 There being no further business, a motion duly made by Mr. Ziegler, second by Ms. Marlowe and carried, 
the meeting was thereupon adjourned. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
 I, undersigned, do hereby certify;  
 That I am the duly appointed secretary of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission and, 
 That the foregoing minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission, held on June 5, 2012 consisting of 2 
pages, constitute a true and correct copy of the minutes of the said meeting. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name on this 19th day of June 2012.  
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Linda M. Scott, Recording Secretary 


