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MINUTES 
OF THE 

CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

 
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 
 A meeting of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was held in Town Hall, 
Cranbury, New Jersey, on May 1, 2012 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 
 Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-5) was provided on November 29, 2011 of this meeting’s date, time, place and agenda was mailed 
to the news media, posted on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal notice and filed 
with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 With a quorum present, Ms. Marlowe called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 Mr. Girardet, Ms. Marlowe, and Mr. Ziegler.  A motion to excuse Mr. Williams was made by Ms. 
Marlowe and second by Mr. Girardet, all in favor.    

Mr. Glenn Johnson, Township Liaison, was present during this meeting. 
 
MINUTES  
 The minutes of the April 3, 2012 meeting was amended and approved with a motion by Mr. Ziegler and 
second by Mr. Girardet, all in favor.   
  
APPLICATIONS/DISCUSSION  
1 Prospect Street, (B23, L36) In Historic District; Classified K: Owner Mr. Daniel Harshbarger was present to 
discuss his submitted application.  It is noted that when the application was delivered via email, several areas that 
are in need of attention were considered ordinary maintenance.  These repairs include the 3rd floor SE corner of 
roof eave, the repair/replacement of rotten wood on SE corner of front porch, replace rotten wood siding on front 
facade with cement siding, same size, style and color, replace downspouts, repair of window molding as indicated 
and replace/repair rotten shutters on east elevation windows.   

The only work that required review was the addition of decorative moldings to the existing front porch 
columns.  One of the four existing columns is deteriorated and will be replaced in kind.  Mr. Harshbarger stated 
that decorative moldings will be added to the top and base of the four columns.  Base and crown molding catalog 
photos were supplied.  HPC felt that the selected additional trim/molding would be appropriate for this 
application. 

A photo from the booklet Images of America, Cranbury, Volume II dated 1881 was reviewed along with 
this application.  It appears that the porch columns have a wooden base approximately ¼th of the lower level and 
three square posts finish the top ¾ths of the column. 
 Hearing no other comments or questions regarding this application, a roll call to approve this application 
with the selected moldings was taken:  AYES; Mr. Girardet, Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Ziegler.   
 
OTHER APPLICATIONS  
24 North Main Street, (B32,L12) In Historic District; the structure is the rental barn behind the funeral business 
on North Main Street.  An application was received on April 23rd to repair/replace the deteriorated wood on three 
existing barn doors (one set of doors are functional, the other two sets are not).  After review of the application, it 
was deemed as ordinary maintenance. 
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77 Petty Road, (B25,L44.03) 1850, 5 bay rectangle building, Outside the Historic District and Buffer Zone; this 
property is listed in the 2010 Master Plan, Table 7-1 Inventory of Historic Sites and the NJ Historic Survey HPC 
file.  Site comments-strong farm image, mature trees, numerous outbuildings, important setback and tree-lined 
approach.  The information was provided to a realtor in response to his inquiry. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Liedtke Drive HOA:  Ms. Marlowe asked if there were any updates regarding the Liedtke Drive HOA concern 
from the previous meeting.  She gave Mr. Glenn Johnson a briefing of this issue.  An email with HPCs concerns 
and guidance questions, as stated in the April minutes, was sent to the Township Administrator.  The reply stated 
that the construction department could issued a permit since the site is outside HPCs jurisdiction, the HOA should 
amend their bylaws but this is not the Township’s concern, and a HPC member lives within this community, this 
person may be able to bring it the Liedtke Drive HOA’s attention.  HPC is uncomfortable making any decisions; 
perhaps the HOA could follow HPCs guidelines as advice to its residents.   
  
Grant:  Ms. Marlowe asked Mr. Johnson about the recently acquired grant to replace sidewalks.  Mr. Johnson 
stated that Cranbury Township applied for and received a grant to replace existing concrete walks between the 
dam and Bunker Hill.  A subcommittee has been formed to work out the details.  Ms. Fox is a member of this 
subcommittee.  Mr. Johnson feels that the existing brick walks will not be included.  He asked if a member of the 
Shade Tree has reached out to HPC yet.  He will remind them that HPC is open to working and communicating 
their goal as the dam project proceeds. 
 Ms. Marlowe felt that this is the appropriate opportunity to address the street lighting along Main Street.  
However, the lamp style is questionable.  It was stated, that recently, a homeowner informed HPC that the lamp 
located in front of the funeral business is the only existing street lamp of the style that was used to illuminate 
Cranbury streets.  This lamp could be seen in a photo (dated 2/1/1902) of the old post office that hangs in Town 
Hall. 
  
Heritage Studies, Hopewell, NJ, Preserving Historic Cranbury Village, 1988:  Mr. Ziegler offered a suggestion to 
obtain a scope or range of what might be involved for an updated historic survey.  He would like to loan a copy of 
the Heritage Studies to a firm who has knowledge of such.  Doing so will perhaps give a better understanding of 
how to proceed with this project.  A motion was made by Ms. Marlowe second by Mr. Girardet, for Mr. Ziegler to 
loan the inventory book to gather information regarding an updated survey, all in favor. 
 Mr. Johnson was curious as to what the purpose is for having an updated survey.  HPC responded that this 
is a history of the structures and the changes that occur over this time.  It will be documented so future 
generation(s) will have a documented account of what, how, and when the changes occurred. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 There being no further business, a motion duly made by Mr. Ziegler, second by Ms. Marlowe and carried, 
the meeting was thereupon adjourned. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
 I, undersigned, do hereby certify;  
 That I am the duly appointed secretary of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission and, 
 That the foregoing minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission, held on May 1, 2012 consisting of 2 
pages, constitute a true and correct copy of the minutes of the said meeting. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name on this 15th day of May 2012.  
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Linda M. Scott, Recording Secretary 


