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MINUTES OF THE 
CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
 

TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 
 A meeting of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was held in Town Hall, 
Cranbury, New Jersey, on April 3, 2012 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 
 Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-5) was provided on November 29, 2011 of this meeting’s date, time, place and agenda was 
mailed to the news media, posted on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal 
notice and filed with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 With a quorum present, Ms. Marlowe, HPC Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 Mr. Girardet, Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams and Mr. Ziegler.   
 
MINUTES  
 The minutes of the March 20, 2012 meeting was corrected and approved with a motion by Ms. 
Marlowe and second by Mr. Girardet, all in favor.   
  
APPLICATIONS  
85 North Main Street (B28, L10) In Historic District, Classified C; Contractor Mr. Frank McDonald and 
home owners Mr. and Mrs. Brennan were present for discuss of the proposed addition onto the north 
elevation of house.  The existing small front single entry, single story enclosed side porch will be 
removed and replaced with a two story 13’ x 13’ addition.  Mr. McDonald stated that the interior design 
includes a master bath on the top story.  Exterior details will replicate and match existing roof materials, 
cornice and built in gutters, Kolbe 6/6 windows with true muntin bars.  Cement siding and azek trim will 
be used.  One  of the two decorative brackets the north elevation eave will be removed which will not 
affect the look from Main Street. 
 HPC noted the shutters.  According to the description in the 1988 Heritage Studies, it states the 
shutters are “of an improper size for windows” and the recommendation “consideration of replacing 
shutters with some of proper size” was made.  Ms. Brennan stated the shutters have been on the house for 
approximately 50 years.  HPC felt that since the existing shutters were of vinyl, vinyl would be 
appropriate for reinstallation but they did request that proper fitting shutters to be reinstalled. 
 Hearing no other questions or comments regarding this application, a roll call to approve this 
application as submitted:  AYES; Mr. Girardet, Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Ziegler. 
 
21 Park Place (B23,L47) In Historic District; This structure is the brown two story dwelling Park Place 
West that faces south across from the municipal lot.  The business tenants, Chris & Debbie Fields, are 
interested in installing signage for their design, installation, and maintenance garden business.  Two signs 
are proposed, one will be attached to the building above entry door, not on the header, on the south 
elevation.  Doing so will guide potential customers into the shop.  It measures 36” L x 12” H with 
‘Around The Garden’ painted on it, no other decoration or information is proposed. 

The other sign will be hung on an existing post and hang perpendicular to the building.  It is 
proposed as a double sided hanging sign.  As presented, the proposed sign is too large to hang on the 
existing small armed bracket so it will need a longer extension arm.   
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HPC reviewed the two signs appearance, design and font.  They recommend that both signs have 
the same size font; the sign be mounted above the door while being mindful of the scale and massing as 
both signs relate to the building.  It is noted that the hanging sign is taller than wide and should be 
centered when installed.   

Hearing no other questions or comments regarding this application, a roll call was taken to 
approve this application with the recommendations:  AYES; Mr. Girardet, Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams, 
and Mr. Ziegler. 
 
OTHER APPLICATIONS/DISCUSSION  

95 North Main Street, (B28,L5) In Historic District, Classified C/C+; an application to repair the 
front porch to due water damage and age related deterioration was submitted.  The porch roof, columns 
with modillions, decking, and yankee gutter system will be replaced with like; copper downspouts will 
replace existing aluminum material.  The details and design will not be altered.  The application was 
deemed as ordinary maintenance. 

26 Station Road, (B18,L19), In Historic District, Classified C; On April 3rd, an application was 
received in the HPC office to have exterior work performed on this house.  While performing ordinary 
maintenance to the gutters and soffits, it was discovered a corner beam was rotten.  Emergency repairs 
were performed to prevent structural damage.  However, the emergency repairs impacted the clapboard 
on the front section of the home.  The homeowners would like to replace the clapboard on the front façade 
and update the five windows and add shutters.  As stated in the application, the details of replacement 
windows are being researched.  Secretary will communicate with homeowner. 

24 Liedtke Drive, (B21,L4.07) On March 15th an inquiry regarding installation of an in-ground 
pool with auto cover box and fence was received in the HPC office from the construction office.  Despite 
this parcel being outside the districts but due to the Home Owners Association Article 7 (l) by-law, home 
owners are instructed that ‘prior to the commencement of any exterior alterations, approval for such work 
must be obtained by HPAC’.  Since that time, HPAC was codified as HPC and the Buffer Zone decreased 
in size eliminating most Liedtke Drive properties, including this parcel.   

HPC would like guidance.  Secretary will contact Township Administrator with these questions: 
What would happen if owner was not happy with HPCs decision, since property is located outside the 
district/zone?  Is the HOA binding since these properties are outside the districts?  Would HPC legally be 
held to oblige the Liedtke Drive residents’ requests?  Is it possible for the HOA to use Chapter 93 as 
guidance and not involve HPC?  What if a resident, residing outside districts, voluntarily seeks HPCs 
input, should HPC object/refuse or offer their assistance?  By doing so, is HPC putting itself in a 
vulnerable position?   

Once HPC understands their role, this should not be an issue in the future. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Grant/Dam Project:  At the last HPC meeting; Ms. Marlowe was to extend an invitation to HPC 
township liaison, Mr. Glenn Johnson.  Mr. Johnson is here this evening.   Ms. Marlowe explained that 
HPC is interested in applying for a grant in conjunction with and to help benefit the dam project.  HPC 
recognizes that coordination with the Township Committee is needed.  Mr. Johnson believes the old 
wooden (historic) dam will remain as is.  She spoke briefly with the Mayor who happens to be dealing 
with Middlesex County on this project.  Mr. Johnson stated that Mayor Cook suggested, since the existing 
trees will be removed, street lighting would be beneficial.  Currently, this section of Main Street is lacking 
illumination and since HPC is interested in the visual aspect, this could be of interest.   

Mr. Johnson stated there is no firm concept of a final visual plan just yet.  He stated that the street 
across the dam is wider than it needs to be.  The street could be narrowed to allow for more lawn area, 
placement of benches, and sidewalks.  The trees over the dam, once removed, will not be replaced.  Trees 
potted in large pots were suggested but this may lead to a maintenance issues.  Ms. Marlowe expressed 
that trees grow in Manhattan and do not cause damage to the surrounding area and yet survive.  So how is 
it that, here in Cranbury, replacing the trees along the dam would not be considered?  Mr. Ziegler asked 
about species even if placed in the ground that could tolerate being containerized without maintenance 
issues.  He stated that two defining features of the town are Brainerd Lake and the streetscape trees.  
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Ironically, if the trees over the dam are removed and not replaced, these two features will not meet at this 
juncture.  Mr. Johnson stated that he is liaison to the Shade Tree Commission and that the Commission 
may be able to offer insight here.  

Mr. Williams stated that he observed a bridge project in Crosswicks where different agencies got 
involved.  The end project had a ‘safety’ wall constructed that blocked the view of the water as you drove 
over it.  He raised caution here.  Mr. Johnson stated the existing black iron railing along the lake will have 
the same look and dimension; the railing material may be different so maintenance is much less in the 
future.   

Mr. Johnson stated that several residents express installation of period lightning.  Ms. Marlowe 
questioned what would be an appropriate period, Victorian, colonial?  Mr. Ziegler asked if period lighting 
was installed on this section, would it be an anomaly with the rest of the town?  Just this one section will 
be void of trees and have period lighting.  There would not be continuity throughout the rest of Main 
Street.  Ms. Marlowe stated that the lighting would stand out because of the absence of trees; the existing 
trees on Main Street help to camouflage or hide the lighting.   
 Ms. Marlowe questioned once the trees are removed, what happens to the root system.  Does the 
ground settle once the roots rot?  Perhaps the Shade Tree can offer advice.  Mr. Johnson said that trees 
offer a taller canopy than shrubbery which could block out the view of the lake.  Mr. Williams suggested 
that Rutgers may be able offer valuable advice.  
 
 Grant/Historic Survey:  Ms. Marlowe reported to Mr. Johnson that HPC was thinking of applying 
for a grant to update the Historic Survey performed in 1988.  To get a grasp on what could be involved 
she reached out to a local historian who has experience with this.  There are approximately 180 to 200 
historic homes within the Historic District and inventorying them according to standards would be an 
involved task, as well as costly.  HPC understands the budget constraints and should this survey come to 
fruition, a grant would be sought but it most likely would be a matching grant.  HPC could organize a 
request for qualifications or something similar to get a better grasp on the scope of work that should be 
undertaken and the costs involved.   

Mr. Johnson informed HPC that the Shade Tree Commission may be pursuing a project so funds 
will be limited for now.  Discussion ensued about trees, volunteer projects and the current status of the 
New Jersey Turnpike project donated trees. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 There being no further business, a motion duly made by Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Marlowe 
and carried, the meeting was thereupon adjourned. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
 I, undersigned, do hereby certify;  
 That I am the duly appointed secretary of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation 
Commission and, 
 That the foregoing minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission, held on April 3, 2012 
consisting of 3 pages, constitute a true and correct copy of the minutes of the said meeting. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name on this 1st day of May 2012.  
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Linda M. Scott, Recording Secretary 


