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MINUTES 
OF THE 

CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

 
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 
 A re-organizational meeting of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was 
held in Town Hall, Cranbury, New Jersey, on January 17, 2012 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 With a quorum present during interregnum, Ms. Scott called the meeting to order.  
 
STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 
 Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-5) was provided on November 29, 2011 of this meeting’s date, time, place and agenda was 
mailed to the news media, posted on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal 
notice and filed with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 Ms. Marlowe, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Ziegler.  Motion was made and second to excuse Mr. 
Girardet from the meeting.  Mr. Glen Johnson, Township Liaison, was in attendance. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF 2012 MEMBERS 
 Mayoral appointments were made on January 4, 2012.  They include the reappointment of Mr. 
Williams, Class B, term expires on December 31, 2015; Mr. Allan Kehrt, 1st Alternate, Class C, term 
expires on December 31, 2013; and Ms. Lynne Fox, 2nd Alternate, Class C, term expires on December 31, 
2013.  HPC extends gratitude to the volunteers who give so generously of their time and expertise.  
 
REORGANIZATION 
 According to Township Code Chapter 21-3 F, a nomination to appoint Ms. Marlowe as HPC 
Chair was made by Mr. Ziegler, second by Mr. Williams, all in favor.  Record will reflect that Ms. 
Marlowe recused herself. 
 According to Township Code Chapter 21-3 F, a nomination to appoint Mr. Ziegler as HPC Vice 
Chair was made by Ms. Marlowe, second by Mr. Williams, all in favor.  Record will reflect that Mr. 
Ziegler recused himself. 
 According to Township code Chapter 21-3 F, a nomination to select Ms. Scott as Recording 
secretary was made by Ms. Marlowe, second by Mr. Ziegler, all in favor. 
 
MINUTES  
 The minutes of the November 15, 2011, meeting was amended and approved with a motion by 
Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Marlowe, all in favor.  Record will reflect that Mr. Ziegler recused himself. 
 The minutes of the December 6, 2011 meeting was amended and approved with a motion by Ms. 
Marlowe, second by Mr. Ziegler, all in favor.   
  
APPLICATIONS/DISCUSSION  

14 Station Road (B18, L14) In Historic District, Classified C-; record will reflect that Ms. 
Marlowe recused herself and left the room at this time.  Recent property owners Mr. Sal Golisano and Mr. 
Steve Golisano (Mr. S. Golisano) were present to discuss their concept plans for this site.   
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The existing dwelling is a two level three bay with the main entrance on the left (North West) 
corner, shingled with asbestos shingles and an asphalt roof.  The house is in a deteriorated condition and 
listed/sold as uninhabitable.   

It was noted that Mr. Ziegler, HPC member, and Ms. Scott, HPC Secretary/AO, toured the site on 
January 9th.  Mr. Greg Farrington, Construction Official, Mr. Golisano and Mr. S. Golisano were also 
present.  Interior photos of the site were supplied by Mr. Ziegler and Mr. Golisano.   

Mr. Williams stated that he was under the impression that the structure was to be presented and 
discussed as a proposed demolition.  He added that he perused the exterior of the house and feels that 
there appears to be nothing worth preserving.  He is open to tearing the building down for a rebuild of a 
structure sympathetic to the architecture along the street.  It was made known to Mr. Williams of the 
changes from the original demolition to the current proposed concept plan.   

A packet containing an existing site plan, concept plans (before & after renderings) and photos 
dated January 17, 2017 were submitted to the attendees.  Mr. Golisano gave a brief description of the 
process of how the concept plans were developed.  Mr. Golisano was uncertain what the guts of the 
structure hold but once interior demolition starts he will have a better understanding of this.   

Mr. Ziegler asked if there are aspects of this dwelling that are non-conforming in today’s 
standards.  If so, it may be beneficial to keep the footprint.  Mr. Golisano replied that there are non-
conforming standards and that he has contacted Mr. Graydon to understand where and what they are.  
Once known, he will proceed with a plan taking the non-conformities into account.   

Mr. Golisano explained the features of the concept plans.  The plan is to widen the street front 
façade which centers the entrance.  It will have flat roof covered porch 3/5 of the frontage, new cement 
board siding, windows, shutters, roofing, built in gutters, and front entry door.  The original front section 
roof pitch will be retained.  It was noted that the existing windows on both floors are the same size 
whereas the proposed plan does not reflect this characteristic.  

The existing rear addition will be demolished and replaced with a two story addition.  The side 
(west elevation) roof will appear as a flat roof.  The rear addition will have a peak roofline. 

Mr. Williams stated that the concept proposed structure is not how the structure would have been 
built originally.  Some of the architectural details such as the bay bump out and the double glass sliding 
doors on the rear elevation are out of scale of this traditional type of vernacular house.   He surmised that 
HPC is not addressing a restoration project of an existing house but for all practical purpose Mr. Golisano 
is building a new house.   

Mr. Golisano stated that the elements are found on many homes in Cranbury and would have 
been added as additional rooms were added over time.  Mr. Golisano referred to several pictures showing 
a bay element on Main Street homes.  Mr. S. Golisano added that the back addition has a different siding 
to indicate that the addition was added over time.  The width of this addition is the same as the original 
front of house.  He stated that the bay on the east elevation adds privacy for the back (west) side porch.   

Mr. Ziegler conveyed that he understands the thought process of how a home would have grown 
over a period of time.  He can see how the bay window detail breaks up the mass and offers privacy.  He 
feels that the bay element is an unusual element on this project.  There may be other details that could be 
more fitting.  He reiterated the task at hand here, is this a restoration project or a new structure using the 
salvageable frame of the existing dwelling?   

Mr. Golisano added that once the removal of material occurs, he will have a better understanding 
of how to handle and proceed with this project.   

Mr. Williams stated that since the same interior room plan foot print is being followed, it 
constrains the living space in the back addition.  Living standards today do not reflect the same standards 
when this house was originally built which forces a living area plan that does not typically use the entire 
house area.  Mr. Williams added that if a start from scratch plan was devised, a traditional house could be 
built.  

HPC applauds the Golisanos for their creative use of salvageable materials but encourages Mr. 
Golisano to explore a less constrained plan while still being enveloped within the surrounding historic 
proximity.   
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Mr. Ziegler addressed how the context differs from area to area within Cranbury.  Station Road 
has an eclectic look of homes closer South Main Street.  There is a charm to the scale of the house across 
the street which is almost identical to this house.   

Mr. S. Golisano added that the front rooms on the concept plan act as a buffer area from the 
street.  The floor plan is flexible and can be easily amended.  A future free standing garage may be 
possible.  Mr. Golisano added that he spoke with the tax assessor regarding the concept size in 
relationship to other homes in close proximity, there are other larger homes.  He is eager to move forward 
but waits for the compliance issue from the zoning officer.  Mr. Golisano asked about products that are 
maintenance free and their use.  HPC acknowledged that cement board, Fypon and Azek board have been 
approved on previous applications.  

It was stated that a home at 103 North Main Street recently had major renovations.  The main 
front portion of this structure stayed within the original footprint.  The back has a telescoping addition 
along with an attached 2 bay garage set back a few yard on side of existing house. 
 Ms. Marlowe rejoined the HPC meeting after the concept discussion. 
 
OTHER APPLICATIONS  
16 Wynnewood Drive, (B23,L130); January 2, 2012, re-roofing structure, courtesy application filed, 
deemed as ordinary maintenance. 
 
50 South Main Street, (B38,L1) January 2, 2012; re-roofing structure and replacing the 3 center 2nd floor 
windows over main entry are being replaced in kind.  Application deemed as ordinary maintenance. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Website Photos: Secretary did not bring camera for a photo taking session of this volunteer board. 
2011 Directory: HPC page was reviewed for updates.  Secretary stated that emails and cell phone 

numbers are not for public information.  Name, home address, home phone, appointment date and term 
length are listed in the directory. 
 2011 Year End Report:  HPC reviewed the report and had corrections.  The 2012 cover memo 
was not included with the emailing of meeting notice.  It will be emailed to all HPC members for review 
prior to being submitted to the Township Committee.  This report will be sent to SHPO after the 
Township Committee has reviewed it. 
 Railing for Town Hall: Secretary attended a recent TC meeting where railings for the front entry 
of Town Hall were discussed.  Mr. Johnson informed HPC that there was an incident where a visitor 
slipped on the Town Hall front steps.  This prompted him to investigate the installation of railings for 
safety purposes.  He drove around to other municipalities with the same style building and found plain 
pipe railings installed which he reported back to the TC this past Monday evening.  The TC approved the 
rails.  

HPC viewed the railing spec and felt the rail is industrial looking.  A wrought iron railing with a 
more traditional ornamental design was suggested.  The top rail could be of a bronze material.  This 
would be appropriate while not requiring much any upkeep.  A profile sketch of the top rail was quickly 
illustrated for Mr. Johnson.  The rail end extensions could be curved under to prevent any damage or 
harm.  Mr. Johnson stated that when he asked HPC about their involvement earlier, HPC replied that the 
township did not need to submit an application for review or consideration.  Odd Fellows Hall and the 
bank building might have railings that could be viewed for ideas of scale.  If the rails have not been 
ordered, Julius Blum is a catalog that could offer some insight on railings.   

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): a list of questions was compiled that pertains to Cranbury’s 
HPC along with additional helpful links.  HPC reviewed with a couple comments.  Ms. Marlowe 
suggested that the FAQ be included with the upcoming newsletter.   

A Primer for HPCs (12WHPW25 Preservation in Practice) at Drew Univ. on March 3, 9am-4pm 
Ms. Marlowe stated that Ms. Andrea Tingley reached out to her to see if she would be interested in being 
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part of the guest panel for this one day class.  If the offer is still available, Ms. Marlowe will participate.  
By coincidence, Mr. Ziegler is registered for this class.   

Mr. Williams was cleaning his files and found a copy of The Alliance Review, Design Guidelines.  
This informative brochure will be copied for other HPC members.   

Mr. Ziegler asked if new property owners within the Historic District (HD) are given any 
information about their home.  Ms. Marlowe stated that as a realtor, she advises her sales of this fact.  She 
continued to say that it is hard to monitor every the sale within the HD.  Secretary stated that a letter has 
been sent to a new homeowner welcoming them the Cranbury.  The letter also included details about 
changes to the exterior of their home along with a Certificate of Appropriateness application.  Positive 
feedback was received. 

Ms. Marlowe will appear before the Township Committee on January 23rd to discuss what HPC 
does which is to endorse Chapter 93 and Chapter 21. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 There being no further business, a motion duly made by Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Marlowe 
and carried, the meeting was thereupon adjourned. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
 I, undersigned, do hereby certify;  
 That I am the duly appointed secretary of the Cranbury Township Historic Preservation 
Commission and, 
 That the foregoing minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission, held on January 17, 2012 
consisting of 4 pages, constitute a true and correct copy of the minutes of the said meeting. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name on this 7th day of February 2012.  
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Linda M. Scott, Recording Secretary 


