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MINUTES OF THE 
CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
June 2, 2016 

 
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 

A meeting of the Cranbury Township Shade Tree Commission was held in Town 
Hall, 23A North Main Street, Cranbury, on June 2, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present, Kathy Easton, chair of the Shade Tree Commission, 
called the meeting to order at 11:04 a.m. and Wendy Borg acted as the Recording 
Secretary of the meeting. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 

  Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6) was provided on December 1, 2015, of this 
meeting's date, time and place, and the agenda was mailed to the news media, posted 
on the Township bulletin board, mailed to those requesting personal notice, and filed 
with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 Kathy Easton, Lee Nissen, Bonnie Larson, Norma Swale, and Christine Quinn 
were present.  
 
NON-MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Denise Marabello, Township Administrator 
Barbara Rogers, township Environmental Commission Chair 
Ellie Sitrin, township Parks Commissioner 
Paul J. Kurtz, Entomologist, NJDA 
Pam Zipse, Rutgers Urban Forestry Program 
 
Residents of Four Seasons: 
Anthony Stack 
Randy Pisane 
Susan Troost 
Terry Donofrio 
Margery Donofrio 
Joe Territo 
John Battles 
 
MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of the April 7, 2016 meeting were amended and approved on a 
motion by Kathy Easton; seconded by Bonnie Larson.  All were in favor.   
 

The minutes of the February 4, 2016meeting were approved on a motion by 
Kathy Easton; seconded by Bonnie Larson.  All were in favor.  
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The minutes of the March 15, 2016 special meeting were approved on a motion 
by Kathy Easton; seconded by Bonnie Larson.  All were in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Arbor Day wrap up – Over 50 people attended the tree planting ceremony 
commemorating Cranbury’s naming as a Tree City for the 28th year, at Memorial Park on 
Friday, April 22.  Ms. Easton presided.  Cranbury School students presented poems and 
sang a song.  Attendees received a Norway spruce tree plug.  Police Sergeant Frank 
Dillane was honored on his last day of his 30 year service for the township.  Mrs. Swale 
picked the tree from Ostrich Nursery.    
 
Community Forestry Plan – 

Volunteer Work Hours – Ms. Quinn worked 2.25 hours; Mrs. Larson worked 2.25 
hours; Ms. Easton 11.25 worked hours; Mrs. Swale worked 2.25 hours. 
 
Beautification Committee developments – No discussion. 
 
Tree Planting Plan – Tabled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Emerald Ash Borer in Cranbury– After a call from Four Season residents about trees 
dying, Ms. Easton and Mr. Kurtz visited the development to collect insects.  No larvae 
were found, but evidence of EAB was clear, as all classic signs were found in at least 40 
trees.  Ms. Easton showed samples of bark and of the insect. 
 Ms. Donofrio noted that she counted 21 dead trees and others are dying.  Mr. 
Territo noted that his calls to the township about dead trees have not been returned. 
 
 Mr. Kurtz explained that EAB disease been around since 1994; it was found in 
New Jersey in 2014; it is in 25-30 states presently.  He said it is difficult to see; that 
when the insects have reached a large population (30%) the tree canopy starts to die 
back and then it is evident.  The larval feeding is killing the trees and the population will 
grow exponentially.  The life cycle is one year. 
 He noted the best course of action is toget ahead of curve and identify where 
else in town there is infestation; also to do treatment now to save money in long term, 
and to curb the spread of the disease.  His best advice is not to cut infected trees down 
until October and take other measures such as soil or trunk injection until then. 
 
 Ms. Easton said it been advised for last 10 years to not plant ash trees; she 
wants to know who planted these in Four Seasons.  She noted it was not a great idea to 
plant so many of the same species in one place.  She will need to alert the state DEP.  
No ash trees were planted as part of No Net Loss reforestation in the last five years. 
 
 Ms. Zipse noted that decisions need to be made on treatment – ones that look 
good should be treated; dying ones written off; treatment was best done earlier in 
season than now.  She recommended that the ash trees are inventoried first; look for 
healthy ones; find important trees and decide if they are worth treating; decide which 
ones to remove; decide which one will be “trap trees” to cull insects to keep them from 
spreading.  She said over 99% of ash trees will die if you don’t treat them.  Larger ash 
trees will become a hazard if dry and more expensive to cut down but the trees in Four 
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Season are smaller.  She recommended not cutting any trees down now as the beetle 
will fly to other trees up to ten miles way and the eggs will be around all summer.  She 
noted October to April is the safe time to cut them down and use for mulch. 
 She recommended that the township work with a certified tree expert and pest 
management consultant.  She also noted there are ash trees in private yards and in the 
drainage basin.  Treatment is long term; three to four years and needs to be done for 15-
20 years. 
 
 Mr. Kurtz suggested checking the Perdue website for a Cliff Sadof video and 
webinar and cost calculator to check for efficacy – are you treating at the right time? For 
the calculator, inventory is populated and then the data compares removing vs. treating.  
He suggested if you remove, remove all at once to save money; same with treating. 
 
 Ms. Easton noted that the township would need to hire someone; needs to be 40 
acres and 25% tree canopy. 
 
 Mr. Kurtz noted that there are four ash species in NJ - green, black, white and 
pumpkin ash and in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s developers planted a lot of them because 
they were a cheap but good lookingtree. 
 
 Mr. Battles reviewed the history of tree planting at Four Seasons – there was 
trouble closing on properties because original trees and replacement trees were dying.   
He noted that Four Seasons has four kinds of street trees – ash, pear, pin oaks,and 
oaks.  He noted that the Association will want to work with the town on identifying ash 
trees in the development, but that the D&R Canal Commission owns the rights to the 
swale and if there are ash trees in it, this Commission would have to be consulted. 
 He will communicate to the Four Season residents in the weekly bulletin and tell 
them not to cut down branches or trees as of yet.  Ms. Easton suggested he tell them to 
contact a certified arborist to inspect their private ash trees. 
 
 Mr. Kurtz suggested that Rutgers Master Gardners are consulted for a tree 
inventory and Ms. Zipse offered to do a training day with Master Gardners.  He spoke 
about tree hazards and suggested dying or dead trees come down before they fall down.   
Ms. Zipse recommended coordination of a tree inventory or removal for residents to 
bring costs down.  She also suggested a ten minute video from West Windsor Township 
on EAB, and also a tree counting day. 
 
 Ms. Marabello suggested education of public with websites in newsletter and tell 
them contact arborist.  She noted the township will take care of trees in the right-of-way 
and that the large ash trees should be cut down this fall.  She agree that an inventory is 
needed of where the ash trees are and how big they are; if they are infected and how 
badly.  She said she would contact the Shade Tree Commission’s Township Committee 
liaison Susan Goetz, so she can communicate this issue to the Township Committee. 
 
 In the inventory on Main Street trees down a couple years ago by Ms. Quinn and 
Mrs. Larson, no ash trees were counted. 
 A special meeting will be held in mid June to look at resources and start working 
on a management plan.   Ms. Easton noted that if the $5,000 earmarked for Main Street 
trees is needed for the EAB management plan, then a full inventory of every tree should 
be completed. 
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Tree inquiries –  
40 Main Street – Owner wants to treat for scale. 
74 South Main Street – DPW cut a stump flat.  Ms. Easton will communicate with Jerry 
Thorne that the tree cannot be replaced because money will probably be used for a tree 
inventory with the EAB issue; also that the Commission should be consulted before 
anything is cut. 
 
2 Maplewood - Commissioners agree that an oak will need to be removed and will ask 
Jerry Thorne to put it on his removal list. 
 
Summer newsletter–The submission will be on Emerald Ash Borer. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT- Included in the notes on the Emerald Ash Borer. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

There being no further business, motion duly made by Bonnie Larson, seconded 
by Christine Quinn, and carried, the meeting was thereupon adjourned at 1:20p.m. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify, that I am the duly appointed Secretary of 
the Cranbury Township Shade Tree Commission, and that this document, consisting of 
two (2) pages, constitutes a true and correct copy of the minutes of the monthly meeting 
held on June 2, 2016. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name this _____ day 
of ________________ 2016. 
 

___________________________________ 
    Wendy W. Borg, Secretary 


